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CREATING COMMUNITY
THROUGH ART

A quarterly newsletter highlighting exhibits and events - Summer 2026

Mapped Journeys in Color & Verse
Featuring Susan Antoinette & Selected Regional Artists

Thursday, August 20 - Saturday, September 19

Mapped Journeys in Color & Verse features the abstract works of
Susan Antoinette and local abstract artists. Combining vibrant color
with thoughtfully incorporated phrases, her pieces serve as visual
maps of life’s journeys, inviting viewers to reflect on personal paths,
experiences, and the stories that shape us.

Opening Reception

Thursday, August 20 | 5:00pm - 7:30pm

Catering by Klassic Katering. Live music by the Zak Kahn Trio.

Muffins & Mimosas with Artist Talk

Saturday, August 22 | 11:00am - 12:30pm

In-house mimosas, baked goods from Uptown Cafe, and hot coffee
provided by Argonaut Coffee. Live Music from the Community Youth
Orchestra of Tallahassee.
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Thursday, September 24 - Saturday, October 31 art de cuisine

Loose Thread is an exhibition by Laura De  Celebrating art, culinary creativity, and community
Valencia-Kirk that examines themes of Identlty, at LeMoyne Arts’ annual fundraiser!

resilience, and the personal stories that shape . . . L .
communities, inviting viewers to reflect on  Silent Auction on View, Bidding Online:

journeys of displacement, adaptation, and  September 24 - October 15

belonging. . Art & Soul Celebration & Live Auction
Opening Reception Thursday, October 15 | 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Thursday, September 24 | 5:00pm - 7:30pm

Muffins & Mimosas
Saturday, September 26 | 11:00am - 12:30pm

W 850-222-8800 | ContactUs@LeMoyne.org | LeMoyne.org S 6
125 N. Gadsden Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301
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Letter from our President

Dear Friends of LeMoyne,

As another exciting season unfolds at LeMoyne Arts, I'm
reminded that the strength of our organization lies not only in our
exhibitions and events, but in the remarkable community that
makes them possible. Whether you're an artist, member, volunteer,
sponsor, student, or visitor, thank you for helping us fulfill our
mission of creating community through art.

While this issue includes a wonderful recap of the Chain of Parks
Art Festival, | also want to recognize that the festival's success is
truly the result of year-round dedication. Planning for Chain of
Parks begins almost as soon as one festival ends. Our staff,
volunteers, sponsors, and festival leadership spend countless hours recruiting artists, building
partnerships, securing sponsors, coordinating logistics, and imagining new ways to make each
festival even better than the last. When April arrives, the community sees an incredible
weekend of art—but behind that weekend is an entire year of passion and commitment.

That same spirit of dedication carries through everything we do at LeMoyne. Our galleries
continue to showcase outstanding regional and national artists, our education programs
inspire creativity in children and adults alike, and our gardens and campus remain welcoming
places for our community to gather, learn, and connect.

As we look ahead, | encourage you to stay engaged. Attend an opening reception, enroll in
a class, introduce a friend to LeMoyne, volunteer for an event, or simply stop by to experience
the incredible work on display. Every visit, every membership, every donation, and every hour
of volunteer service helps ensure that LeMoyne remains a vibrant home for the visual arts in
our community.

Thank you for your continued support and for believing in the power of art to enrich lives
and strengthen communities. | look forward to seeing you at LeMoyne soon.

With gratitude,
Dan Taylor, President of the Board of Directors

Letter from our Executive Director

Dear Friends,

As this issue of our newsletter goes to print, school is back in
session and Fall is around the corner. Families have traversed
mythical lands at Summer Art Camp, creating memories that will
last a lifetime. The Simmons Dozier Garden is in full, colorful bloom,
and our blue fountains offer gallery visitors a welcome sense of
relief from the summer heat. 0

Wedding season is just around the corner, and at LeMoyne, the | -
holidays are never very far behind! We're excited to announce the @N
return of the Gingerbread Competition as part of LeMoyne's 2026 & .

Holiday Show. Whether you're a seasoned baker or a first-time competitor, now is the perfect
time to start practicing your gingerbread creations. Competition entries are due by October 9,
so gather your ideas, perfect your recipe, and get ready to join the fun!

Sincerely,
Arielle Raff, Executive Director

Thank you to our Sustaining Sponsors
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LeMoyne's programs are funded in part by Leon County/Visit Tallahassee and the City of
Tallahassee through the Council on Culture & Art (COCA)
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Building on the momentum of our milestone 25th anniversary,
the 26th Festival was our most successful yet. This is a testament to
our incredible artists, vendors, sponsors, volunteers, partners,
entertainers, and the thousands of enthusiastic visitors who brought
the weekend to life.

With beautiful weather, expanded marketing efforts, and a record-
breaking roster of 181 artists, the Festival saw a strong increase in
weekend sales, surpassing our previous all-time high. The volume of
attendees proved that the Festival is a primary draw for our region,
with an estimated 44,000-46,000 attendees over the weekend.

The Festival awarded over $10,000 in prize money to juried Fine
artists and Folk & Heritage artists. Many artists and food vendors
reported one of their most successful years, with one participating
artist sharing, “The organization and the way this Festival is run is
unparalleled. The attendance and caliber of attendees, as well as the
diversity of artistry are amazing. The entertainment & marching band
on Sunday are great!”

Programming highlights included Opening Nights Presenting Artist
guest speaker Noah Verrier; “Garden Guardians,” an upcycled
sculpture exhibition and silent auction; and a new Downtown
Restaurant Week initiative, in collaboration with the Downtown
Improvement Authority (DIA) to bridge the Festival with the business
district.

A standout addition on Saturday was the inaugural Puppet
Procession, an imaginative parade featuring large-scale puppets
crafted from upcycled materials by Linda Hall and Doug Schrock. They
were accompanied by a group of professional musicians and volunteer
artists. The vibrant procession earned glowing feedback, with many
attendees highlighting it as one of the most memorable Festival
experiences.

Festival favorites like the Chalk Art Oasis,

Children’s Park, and Community Corner
continue to draw crowds with interactive
experiences for all ages. Visitors also enjoyed
live performances by local entertainers and
talented Leon County School students, who
generously donated their time and talents
throughout the weekend.

On Sunday, the celebration continued with a
musical procession by the Rickards High School
Marching Raider Band. These performers
brought a massive surge of energy and the
band leader has agreed to make this an annual
performance.

Presented by Mad Dog Construction, the
Chain of Parks Art Festival directly supports
LeMoyne's  year-round  exhibitions  and
educational programs—and continues to grow
in both scope and impact.

Want to get involved?
Email at Powell@LeMoyne.org to learn more.

[

Photos by Bob O’Lary

Save the date for next year, April 17-18, 2027!
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @ChainofParks for the latest news and updates.
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Our summer spanned 11 weeks, 45 unique art projects, 480 young artists, and countless amounts of memories and
fun. Thank you to our wonderful campers, their families, and camp staff who made this year an incredible and
creative summer!

Virus detected! By using red and blue colored pencils and 3D Dabbling in the classics. The Goldenrods (ages 10-11) learn
glasses, the Emeralds (ages 6-7) created computer virus one point perspective and how to use a drawing manikin in
collages on top of a circuit board inspired watercolors during their drawing and painting class.

our Cyberspace week.

! Bt
Mask-nificent. The Ceruleans (ages 11-12) show off their Arty Party. Each session ended with an Arty Party! A small art
custom-fitting masks. This project started with campers gallery-like gathering where all of the artwork made that week
learning how to use plaster bandages to create a mold of their is on display for campers and their families to view and enjoy.
face. Then they used papier mache to add form before
bringing their masks to life with paint.

Thank you to our presenting
sponsor Acadian Builders

G‘_

ACADIAN BUILDERS, INC.

850.228.9016
CRC# 1332713 | CCC# 1333848

Staff and campers alike are delighted by our Flow state achleved Even our smallest
camp shirts, made possible by our amazing of artists found themselves diligently
sponsors: Acadian Builders, First Federal Bank, working on their projects.

and Clothesline.




LeMoyne Arts Expands Outdoor Sculpture Gardens with
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Storyteller by Mark Dickson.

T.D. and Kathi Giddings pose in front of
Eroded Shell Form.

LeMoyne Arts is proud to announce
the installation of two major outdoor
sculptures by acclaimed Tallahassee
artists T.D. Giddings and Mark Dickson,
further expanding LeMoyne's evolving
outdoor sculpture gardens and perma-
nent collection.

Installed on the grounds of
LeMoyne's historic campus, the sculp-
tures represent a significant investment
in accessible, public art, and reflect
LeMoyne's ongoing commitment to
engaging visitors, neighbors, and the
broader community with the region's
artistic legacy.

Eroded Shell Form, by T.D. Giddings,
celebrates forms that have been
weathered, carved, and transformed
over time. Fabricated in steel, the
sculpture features richly textured
surfaces, undulating movement, and an
exaggerated scale that combines
strength with fluidity. Visitors are
invited to walk through and around the
sculpture, discovering its shifting forms
and perspectives from every angle.

Eroded Shell Form was generously
donated by the artist and his wife, Kathi
Giddings, who also funded its
restoration and relocation.

Restoration, preparation, and
installation of the Giddings work were
coordinated in partnership with the
Florida  State  University = Master
Craftsman Studio. The studio’s team
carefully cleaned, restored, and pre-
pared the sculpture for its new per-
manent home, with installation over-
seen by production specialists to
ensure the integrity and longevity of the
piece.

LeMoyne also recently announced
the installation of Storyteller, a new
large-scale sculpture by Mark Dickson
located in the Helen Lind Garden. The
9-foot steel sculpture is installed on the
existing round concrete pedestal in the
garden and represents part of a totemic
series Dickson began in 2012.

Fabricated from plate and sheet
steel that has been welded, forged, and
hand-formed, Storyteller is finished in
monochrome urethane paint and uses

ok, Yow for Your Kinaness

Bob Callan for restoring our greeting podium

Kelly Dozier, for developing and donating gardens scavenger hunt
Laurie Dozier, for helping water the garden
Mike Dugger, for doing handyman fixes
Bob O’Lary, Katie Clark, & Don Bourassa, for event photography
Dan Taylor, for helping water the garden
Glenn Robertson, for helping water the garden

Sk
Uhluruteers & Snterns

Marz Barcelo
Darcy Bolden
Kiera Graham
Lucy Lazenby
Julie McBride
Michael McBride

Major Installations by T.D. Giddings and Mark Dickson

negative space, shadow, and abstract
form to hold a layered visual narrative.
In the work, Dickson reflects on
Florida's natural environment: the sun
as giver of life, a bird rendered as a
reverent figure, lush botanicals, and the
powerful presence of hurricanes that
shape both landscape and human
experience.

With expertise in forging, casting,
and welding metals, and on the
recommendation of artists from the
Florida  State  University = Master
Craftsman Studio, Dickson's relation-
ship with LeMoyne is long-standing and
deeply collaborative.

“Mark has quietly supported
LeMoyne behind the scenes for years,”
said Arielle Raff, LeMoyne Arts'
Executive Director. “From restoration
work to a featured sculpture, his
generosity and craftsmanship have
helped shape the experience of our
sculpture gardens for visitors and
artists alike.”

“These installations are an exciting
moment for LeMoyne and for our
community,” said Dan Taylor, LeMoyne
Arts’ Board President. “We are honored
to provide a permanent home for these
important works and to continue
building an outdoor space where art,
nature, and community intersect.”

Project Coordinator, Kelly Dozier
said, “Working with TD Giddings and
Mark Dickson to bring these two
remarkable sculptures to the gardens
at LeMoyne was a delightful experience
as they both exemplify the utmost
professionalism in their work and a true
love of our community.”

Together, the installations represent
a meaningful collaboration between

LeMoyne Arts, and local artists,
reinforcing a shared commitment
to preserving  and celebrating

Tallahassee's creative identity through
accessible art.

The dedication ceremony for Eroded
Shell Form and Storyteller will take place
August 22, 2026.

Yowlo Our

Olivia McCleod
Madeline Oliva
Patty Sanzone
Marie Schmidt
Michelle Torres

For more ways to donate and support LeMoyne, please visit LeMoyne.org/volunteer-intern.
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Introducing Our New Staff Member,
Alexandra “Alex” Smith

LeMoyne Arts welcomes Alexandra “Alex” Smith as Gallery Shop &
Visitor Services Coordinator and newest member of the team.

A native of North Florida, Alex attended Florida A&M University where
she studied Broadcast Journalism. She comes to LeMoyne having years of
both retail and hospitality management, which has inspired a passion for
the literary, culinary, and visual arts. With what started as a hobby
creating small-stitch designs and embroidery, Alex enjoys collaborating
with her two best friends on their ever changing and always challenging
cosplay ideas, and attending pop-culture conventions across the state to
show them off. When she's not sharing her love of the arts with the
community, you can find her hanging out with her boyfriend and her two
cats, Kimbo and Fergie, usually watching Boston sports.

Q: What attracted you to our organization, and what are you most
excited about in your new role?

Alex: I've always wanted to work for a nonprofit, mainly so | could
connect with the community and engage in outreach. | was intrigued by
the possibility of my skills growing and branching into the art world,
something | hadn't considered possible until the last 2 or so years. I'm
thrilled to be involved on the back-end of LeMoyne's signature events, Art
& Soul, Holiday Show, Chain of Parks, having heard about them my whole
life as a local.

Q: What are your primary responsibilities in your new role, and how
do you see yourself con-tributing to the team?

Alex: As the Gallery Shop and Visitor Services Coordinator, | wear a lot
of different hats, as every staff member here at LeMoyne does. My main
role entails handling intake into the gallery shop; this includes processing
Gallery Shop artist applications, acquiring new art for the shop, sorting
inventory, merchandising the space in a visually appealing or exhibit-
relevant fashion, and handling shop finances. Conversely, | also handle
the phones, so if you've called LeMoyne in the last 3 months, chances are
you've spoken with me. On top of that, | coordinate field trips, our intern
cohorts every semester, and table for most of our off-campus outreach.

Q: Are there any specific projects or goals you're particularly excited
to work on?

Alex: I'm most excited to turn the Gallery Shop into a space that is at
the forefront of Tallahassee's mind when they're looking to get a cool and
quirky gift for a friend, or a heartfelt and thoughtful present for a loved
one. LeMoyne hosts talent of all kinds, and it is my goal to represent that
in the shop to make art accessible to our community. Whether you need
a jewelry piece for that concert next weekend, a print to fill that empty
space in your living room, or a votive for your outdoor citronella candles,
LeMoyne Arts Gallery Shop has what you may not even know you're
looking for.
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Pillars q
LeMoygne Sociely

Corinthian

Park Adams
Eileen & Don Bourassa
Kathy & Ray Bye
Kelly & Laurie Dozier
Mrs. Nan Nagy & Dr. Kenneth Kato
Sharén L. Simmons
Marjorie Turnbull
Mrs. Linda & Dr. John Williams
Mayda & Kim Williams

lonic

Martha Paradeis & John Dozier
Valerie Chun & Neil Mooney
Susan Fiorito
Elsa & Meredith McKinney
Scott McLuckie
Norma Meier
Carol Neyland & Franklin McMillion
Jennifer & Frank Rupert

Doric

Leslie & Robert Anderson
Susan & Mark Baldino
Elise Batchelor
Rachel & Jason Borntreger
Debra Corkhill & Paul Craft
Alice & Jack Diestelhorst
Pamala Doffek
Julian Dozier
Susannah & Dave Dozier
Robin & Aaron Dunlap
Paula & Tim Fortunas
Beverly Bonner Frick
Linda Figg & Richard Drew
Susan Frisbee & Kirk Zinkowski
Carolyn & Bob Gosselin
Kathy & Tom Guilday
Denise Hernandez & Winston Ortiz
William Herrle
Georgia & M. Josh Jordan
Jane & John Marks
Shirley McFadden
Midge & Frank Mercer
Serena & Jon Moyle
Dianne Perkins
Betty & Julian Proctor
Marylee & Glenn Robertson
Alicia Smith
Mary Jo & Alan Spector
Meredith & David Strange
Dan Taylor & Tony Archer
Stan & Paula Warmath
Fran & Phil Webb
Sharon & Gerald Wester
Stephanie Whitfield
Leslie & Palmer Williams
Mary Winterle

Learn more about becoming a
pillar at LeMoyne.org/pillars



THANK YOU TO OUR NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS!
JANUARY 1ST, 2026 THROUGH JUNE 31ST, 2026

Glenn Mayne

Laura Abbott
Brenda Abstein
Jonathan Adams & Anchalee Ngampornchai
Amy Aiken
Sherry Allen
Alexandra Alsina
Naomi Alvarez Everett
Dr. L. Clark Amankwaa
Regina Andrews-Hicks
James & Marsha Antista
Beth Appleton
Courtney Atkins
Quia & William Atkinson
Gayle Avant
Carrie Baade
Mary Bachman
Winnie Barfield
Alex Barnes
Anne Barrett
Mary Baughman
Betty Bayes
Nancy Bell
Bob Benton
Toni Bernstein
Laura Bevan
Jo Bevis
Richard & Alecia Bist
Margaret Irene Bivins & Kit Goodner
Darcy Bolden
Jennifer Bonney
Yolanda Bosworth
Aura Bowen Watts
Jamie & Jason Bowermeister
Luis Boyso-Espino
Kim & Brian Branciforte
Nancy Brand
Nancy Breslin
Randy & Debra Brienen
Cassandra Brown & Darrell Lewis
Sarah Buxbaum
Rica Calhoun
Bridget & Adam Callaway
Lindsey Cameron
Nada Carey
Leah Carlson
Heidi & Robret Carpentieri
Melanie Carr
Michael Chaney
Diane & David Chapman
Arthur & Marilyn Cherry
Sonya Cloninger
Cindy Coates
William Coffman
Leslie Cohen
Jennifer Colley
Krista & James Collier
Caroline Collins
Sandy Condo
Terrie & Charles Corbett
Janis & Russell Courson
Judy Crews
Patrick Crowley
Patricia Crumbaker
Sydney Cummings
Betty Cummins
Martha Cunningham
Alyssa Daan
Barbara Dale
Michele Dames & Kevin Jones
Nancy Daniels & Marsha Jordan
Joyce Dauby
Susan David

Elizabeth Hawkins

Meredith & Dorothy David
Susan Davis Ken & Maureen Hemmerly Julie & Michael McBride
Joel & George Dawson Anne Hempel Eileen McCann
Lee & Paco de la Fuente Jorge Hernandez Linda McCarthy
Edwin DeBardeleben Sandra Herring Evie McDaniel
Eva McElvy

Kate Herron

Starlene DeBord
Sean & Zaida McGinley

Donna Decker Joy Hevey
Ryan DeLeo & Jennifer Ramos Jeanie Hinkle Kelly McGrath
Rebecca & John DeStefano Jon & Dorothy Hinkle Felita McNeill
Sherry Deters Roland Hockett Michelle McPherson
Lauren Dickinson Ronald Hoffman & Beverly Brownlow Susan Mertz
Beth & Leonard Dietzen Lori Holcomb David Miller
Megan Doherty Gail Holman Cynthia Miller
Mary Donahue Kimberly Homan Wanda Milton-Whitehead
Nathalie Hood Lee Modica

Deborah Moerlins
Claudia Montany
Tristan Mor

Alison duPont
Patrick Eastham
Barbara & Bryon Ehlmann

Madelon Horwich
Laura Howard

Bobby Endress Debbie & Mike Huey
Adam Engel Victoria Hunnewell Christian Moretz
Rebekah & Zack Falk Anne Hunt Chuck Morrow
John Felton Bob Huskey Amelia & Gray Munroe
Rosemary Ferguson Janis Inzer Eydi Myers
Kathy Ferrell Mary Irvine Aron Myers
Jyl Ferris Danielle Irwin Eliza & Vittorio Nastasi
Janet Ferris & Philip Padovano Elena Istomina Beth Nichols
Dolly Fields Joyce Jackson Ruth Nickens
Bobbie Jo Finer Andy Janecek Jerilyn Nikiel
Heather Fleming Paul & Helen Jess Lesley & Dan Nolan
Josie Fliger Jeremy Jimenez Cathy Oakley
Eugene Foerster Brenda Johnson Ed & Linda Oaksford
Cynthia Foster Christine Johnson Briana Ozor
John Fowler Linda Johnson Tiffany Palumbo
Mika Fowler Michelle & Joly Keenan Panado
Brenda Francis Denice Jones & Del Suggs Alison Parker Dillehay
Christine Franzetti Katherine Kamiya Camille Patton
Nina Freeman Dorothy Kamm Anne Peery
David French Lynda Katz Diane Perez
Carol Kaye Amanda & Richard Peterson

Jeanette Fritz & Stephen Sardelis
Moriann Kearsley Steve Pfeiffer

Betsy Fuchs
Amelia Fusaro & Bill Everitt Catherine Keen & Michael Chaney Charles Pierce
Ann Gaber Pat Keen Emily Pollo
Mabry Gaboardi Calhoun Jennifer Kekelis Janice Porto
Michael Gagliardi Stephanie Kilham Aubrey Post
Bonnie Garcia-Gloeckner Carol Lynne Knight Pranav Prakash
Stacy Gayhart Amy Knight Carol Price
Lyn Geariety Christie Koontz Gloria Priest
George Percy & Debbie Geiger Pamela Kristoph Lynn Priestley
Elizabeth George Thomas L Anderson Jan Pudlow
Monica Gibb Alexis Langley Marty Quinn
Paige Gill Wilma Lauder Glenda Rabby
Susan Gilson Brandon Laws Judith Rainbrook
Euclid Girasek Diane Lee & Kassidy Hofmahoney Esther Ramirez-Pipitone
Laura Glenn Sam Leggiero Maria Ramos
Mary Anne Gray Karen Lewis Flavia Ramos-Mattoussi
Nelwyn Griffin Mari-Jo Lewis-Wilkinson Paul Ranney
Edwinna Griffith Marcella Liko Susan Redmon
David Grimes Latasha Lindsey Edward Reid
Carol & Walter Grondzik Sandra Lipner Ruth & George Reynolds Il
Victoria (Joni) Hall Pat MacEnulty Louise Rill
Elley Hall Kelly Machin Donna Riordan
Judi Hamelburg Karen Mack Susan Rissman
Sandie Hanna Margaret MacMillan Mclnnes Linda Roberts
Dr. Scott Hannahs Paula Mahler Susan & James Robeson
Trish Hanson Annabel Maiers Sallie Robinson
Tim & Julianne Hare Jane Mann Ann Robinson & Janice Daly
Linda Harkey Rocky Mann Anne Rokyta
Natholyn Harris Brigitte Marshall Stephen Rollin
Donald Harrison Elda Martinko Erin & James Rosica
Jennifer Hart Marian Mather & John Kraft Anne Rowe
Rachel Mathis Sally Rude

Michelle & Bill Hartsfield
Ronald & Ruth Hartung Patricia Rumsey

Nina Hatton

Susan Mau
Jason Maurer

Fred & Nancy Sanguiliano

Donna & Robert Schiffer

David & Winnie Schmeling

Marie Schmidt
Lucy Schneider
Sherry Schofield
Mariah Schwartz
Patricia Scott
Kathryn Scott

Fernando & Ryan Senra-James

Elizabeth (Betty) Serow
Linda & Steven Service
Christine Sexton
Becky Shackelford
Deborah & David Shepard
Mary Shuler
Nelson Simmons
Mary Byrd Sims
Beverly Sipos
Susan Theresa Skelton
Carol Skuthan
Albert & Delane Slone
Kimberly Smiley
Jan Smith
Patricia Smith
Danielle & Tim Sparks
Liz Sparks
Alice Spirakis & James Logue
Jessie Spraggins Rochford
Wayne Sprague
Nell Stager
Barbara Stansell
Caralee Starnes
Renee Starrett
Betty Steffens
Peter Stone
Susan & Charles Stratton

Angelina Sutin & Anthonio Terracciano

Brooke Talley
Terence Thielen
Kim Thomas
Molly Thornal
Teddy Tollett
Jenifer Toussaint
Danney Trim
Sandra Turnquest
Michael Underwood
Leslie Valentine
Katie Vance
Claire & Jed Varnedoe
Julian Vereen Smith
Kathleen Villacorta
Lorena Vollrath-Bueno
Ashley & Sam Wahby
Julie Walker
Frank & Marsha Walper
Amanda & Sara Wander
Pattie Ward
Lisa Waxman
Jessie Weatherford
Paul Weimer
Ben Wentworth
Jenee White
Field Wilde
Eve Williams
JoVontae Williamson-Butts
Debra Wilson
Kathleen Wright
Marilyn Yon
Erika Zambello
Richard Zelznak & Georgia Ackerman
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63rd Annual ﬁoliday S’how

GINGERBREAD DREAMS

Gmgerbread
Competition

Application - On Display Opento
Deadline 77|~ e Kids
1 NOV.14 - e Adults
OCT.9 . DEC. 24 e Local Businesses

e Non-Profits

'.-Q_'.;_;:_'Applicc']*tic)ns Now Open!
+ LeMoyne.Org/HolidayShow




	Mapped Journeys in Color & Verse
	Featuring Susan Antoinette & Selected Regional Artists
	Loose Thread
	By Laura De Valencia-Kirk
	Building on the momentum of our milestone 25th anniversary, the 26th Festival was our most successful yet. This is a testament to our incredible artists, vendors, sponsors, volunteers, partners, entertainers, and the thousands of enthusiastic visitors who brought the weekend to life.
	With beautiful weather, expanded marketing efforts, and a record- breaking roster of 181 artists, the Festival saw a strong increase in weekend sales, surpassing our previous all-time high. The volume of attendees proved that the Festival is a primary draw for our region, with an estimated 44,000–46,000 attendees over the weekend.
	The Festival awarded over $10,000 in prize money to juried Fine artists and Folk & Heritage artists. Many artists and food vendors reported one of their most successful years, with one participating artist sharing, “The organization and the way this Festival is run is unparalleled. The attendance and caliber of attendees, as well as the diversity of artistry are amazing. The entertainment & marching band on Sunday are great!”
	Programming highlights included Opening Nights Presenting Artist guest speaker Noah Verrier; “Garden Guardians,” an upcycled sculpture exhibition and silent auction; and a new Downtown Restaurant Week initiative, in collaboration with the Downtown Improvement Authority (DIA) to bridge the Festival with the business district.
	A standout addition on Saturday was the inaugural Puppet Procession, an imaginative parade featuring large-scale puppets crafted from upcycled materials by Linda Hall and Doug Schrock. They were accompanied by a group of professional musicians and volunteer artists. The vibrant procession earned glowing feedback, with many attendees highlighting it as one of the most memorable Festival experiences.
	Festival favorites like the Chalk Art Oasis, Children’s Park, and Community Corner continue to draw crowds with interactive experiences for all ages. Visitors also enjoyed live performances by local entertainers and talented Leon County School students, who generously donated their time and talents throughout the weekend.
	On Sunday, the celebration continued with a musical procession by the Rickards High School Marching Raider Band. These performers brought a massive surge of energy and the band leader has agreed to make this an annual performance.
	Presented by Mad Dog Construction, the Chain of Parks Art Festival directly supports LeMoyne’s year-round exhibitions and educational programs—and continues to grow in both scope and impact.
	Want to get involved?
	Email at Powell@LeMoyne.org to learn more.
	Photos by Bob O’Lary

	Save the date for next year, April 17–18, 2027!
	Follow us on Facebook & Instagram @ChainofParks for the latest news and updates.
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